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Schubert composed, during a period of
seventeen years, 630 songs, including
such masterpieces as the " Erl-King/'
and " The Miller Maid " and " Winter-
reise " cycles.

Although Schubert was a great
composer, he was quite undistin-
guished outside his music. Physically
he was a squat, stout, clumsy little
man with an unhealthy complexion
and rounded shoulders. But if you
observed his features closely enough
you would be somewhat struck by the
strength of his jaw, the luxuriousness
of his black hair, and those bright eyes
that looked so penetratingly through
his powerful glasses.

For facility of invention Schubert's
only rival in the history of music is
Mozart. Music simply poured from

Schubert without any apparent con-
scious effort. Sometimes he forgot
what he had written as soon as he had
put it on paper. He once applauded
one of his own songs and asked the
singer the name of the composer !

Schubert was a romantic lover of
nature, and it was one of his chief
delights to wander among the little
wine villages around Vienna.

Although he was essentially a lyricist,
he was hardly less successful with the
larger forms. His instrumental works
are full of melodic beauty, orchestral
colour, and romantic expression. The
most important of these works include
the " Unfinished" Symphony, the
" Trout" Piano Quintet, the Piano
Trio in B flat, and his last three String
Quartets.

AN EVENING WITH  SCHUBERT
This picture, painted by a Viennese artist, gives us a good idea of an evening party arranged
for his friends by the great Austrian composer, Franz Peter Schubert, who was born not far
from Vienna in 1797, but lived only till 1828.   Schubert wrote operas, symphonies, works for
orchestras, and some hundreds of songs.